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to stir the hearts and even to disturb the conscience of many people;
and especially the Saarbriicken speech had spread the impression that
all these sacrifices had been made in vain, that their only effect had
been to increase the appetite of the Third Reich. This speech had
considerably strengthened the position of the adversaries of the
Munich Agreement.

The Fiihrer protests; he had not started the present trouble; the
English had done so; he had not uttered a single word against France;
and as to Czechoslovakia, it was not true that he had ill-treated her;
all that he had done was to insist upon the rights of the German people,
which had been trodden underfoot!

I interrupt his self-justification; we must not linger over the past,
the future is more important; after the joy at the preservation of peace
and the subsequent bitterness aroused by the sacrifices it exacted, a
third stage is now reached. The statesmen must now with more self-
control consider whether the Munich Agreement is only to be a fruit-
less episode or whether now that experience has proved that the
democracies and the totalitarian states can co-operate in promoting
general appeasement, they will attempt to develop this first successful
experiment into a larger enterprise and gradually lead back Europe
towards more normal and enduring conditions.

Herr Hitler does not raise any objection. He declares that, as far
as he is concerned, he is quite prepared to do this, and that he had
asked me to visit him as much in order to be able to discuss this matter
with me as to allow me to take my leave of him.

In my telegram of yesterday, I indicated in a sufficiently explicit
manner the course the conversation then took. On the three points
that were raised in turn, and which, taken as a whole, form a complete
programme starting from Franco-German relations and widening to
questions of importance to all the Powers, the Chancellor is full of
arguments, objections and suggestions, like a man who has already
considered the matter and is not being caught unaware.

As regards the suggestion of a written recognition by France and
Germany of their common frontier and an agreement to hold consulta-
tions in all cases which might affect the relations of the two countries,
Herr Hitler declares that he is zeady to accept it immediately; actually,
this appears to be the point which makes the greatest appeal to him.
He stresses the difficulties which might arise from a formula of non-
aggression if it were accompanied by reservations relating to the
Covenant of the League of Nations, or to the existence of pacts with
a third party. He hopes that these difficulties may be removed, and
he does not ask once that France should renounce her pact with Soviet
Russia.

As to the problem of a limitation of armaments, he is undecided;
he is not opposed to the principle of such a limitation, but he does not
see by what means it can be put into practice; he outlines, without
dwelling on it, the theory according to which Germany, situated in
the centre of Europe and exposed to simultaneous attacks on several
fronts, has no true equality of armaments unless she is superior in that
respect to any of the States that could attack her; he also fears that
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